Economic instability is a key motivator for UBI support----COVID proves the trend---if we’re right about inequality, then UBI support is inevitable 
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To be sure, fear of an impending global pandemic resulting from a novel coronavirus was not the reason Mr. Yang spent months insisting the federal government provide American adults with a universal basic income of $1,000 per month. But a global pandemic has arrived. And the fallout from the outbreak has plunged the country into a grim and uncertain reality.
So only now — with millions of Americans facing the prospect of no work and wondering how they will pay the bills — have proposals similar to Mr. Yang’s signature policy prescription gained wide, bipartisan approval. In the sort of political turnabout that may only be possible when society faces dire need, giving free money to Americans suddenly appears not only rational but critically necessary to many Democrats and key Republicans.
In a telephone interview Tuesday night, Mr. Yang expressed confidence that legislation would soon put some form of basic income or stimulus checks into Americans’ bank accounts. “This thing is going to pass,” he said. “And it’s going to pass for a very obvious reason: Money in our hands is vital to prevent our economy from collapsing.”
Over the past week, proposals to dole out direct payments to workers and their families while schools and businesses shut down have come from progressives like Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont, moderate Democrats like Senator Michael Bennet of Colorado and Republicans like Senator Mitt Romney of Utah.
Those calls for relief were bolstered by the White House, which got behind the idea of rapidly sending money to Americans. An outline of a Treasury Department proposal obtained Wednesday by The New York Times called for sending two rounds of checks directly to taxpayers on April 6 and May 18. Payments would be fixed and their sizes dependent on income and family size, according to the outline, which put the cost of each payment at $250 billion, part of a $1 trillion economic stabilization package.
Speaking to reporters at a White House briefing on Wednesday, President Trump said the exact amount of the checks was still “to be determined,” while lauding the talks surrounding the payments as “very bipartisan.”
Mr. Yang said he would recommend payments of $1,000 per adult and $500 per child in the near term with the hope that they could continue in perpetuity.
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