COVID thumps global instability
UN 21 [UN; 1-25-2021; "Risk of Instability, Tension Growing, amid Glaring Inequalities in Global COVID-19 Recovery, Top United Nations Officials Warn Security Council"; UN Press Release; https://press.un.org/en/2021/sc14422.doc.htm; Accessed 7-17-2023; AW]
Rosemary DiCarlo, Under-Secretary-General for Political and Peacebuilding Affairs, said that the pandemic’s impact on peace and security has intensified — exacerbating inequality and corruption; breeding misinformation, stigmatization and hate speech; and creating new flashpoints for tension and increased risks of instability.  It is hindering diplomatic action and complicated peacemaking efforts, without for the most part affecting the underlying dynamics of armed conflicts.  The impact on women, youth and other marginalized groups is particularly alarming, she said. 
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