Debt ceiling negotiations prove that Republicans want to cut Social Security funds
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In recent months, Republican leadership in Congress has expressed their desire to make cuts to popular safety net programs like Social Security and Medicare. Most notably, probable Speaker of the House Kevin McCarthy and Senate Minority Whip John Thune both openly laid out their plans to make cuts to Social Security benefits. 
Social Security is a program put in place by President Franklin Roosevelt’s administration as part of several pieces of economic legislation passed to help Americans after the Great Depression. Its main function is acting as an earned retirement plan, where part of an employee’s paycheck is put into a fund while the employer matches up to a certain percentage. The fund can then be accessed after the individual retires. Social Security usually ends up being the main source of income for retired individuals, and millions of people in the United States would be in poverty without it. The program also offers disability and survivor benefits.  
Despite the immense popularity of this program, the current Republican agenda is to reduce its benefits. This plan involves Republicans refusing to vote on increasing the debt limit unless Democrats agree to make cuts to Social Security. McCarthy has said in the past that he will not rule out making cuts to social programs during upcoming debt ceiling negotiations. In an effort to get more votes in the speaker election, McCarthy is rumored to be planning on appointing members of the far-right Freedom Caucus to key committee assignments in anticipation of debt ceiling negotiations.  
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