Gardner says Russia will strike cables---extinction.
Clark ’16 [Bryan; 2016; senior fellow with the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, “Undersea Cables and the Future of Submarine Competition, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, https://doi.org/10.1080/00963402.2016.1195636]
Given the likely economic and military impacts of cable breaks, the ability to threaten or protect submarine cables and their shore landings will be increasingly important in future conflicts. In a crisis, an aggressor could use multiple coordinated attacks on cables to compel an opponent to back down or employ them as part of an opening offensive to cut off the defender’s military forces from national commanders, intelligence data, and sensor information. Cable attacks could also be highly destabilizing, since they could prevent a nuclear-armed opponent from controlling and monitoring its strategic weapons and early-warning systems. In response, the country targeted could choose to place its nuclear weapons in a higher alert condition – or initiate a preemptive attack.
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