America is critically weak to health crisis following covid – investment is necessary
Trust for America's Health (TFAH) 23, is a non-profit, non-partisan health policy advocacy organization, DOA 6/25/23, “Ready or Not 2023: Protecting the Public’s Health from Diseases, Disasters, and Bioterrorism”, March 23rd 2023, https://www.tfah.org/report-details/ready-or-not-2023/ ,// JL
(March 23, 2023) Ready or Not 2023: Protecting the Public’s Health from Diseases, Disasters, and Bioterrorism measures states’ readiness to respond to a spectrum of health emergencies and to provide ongoing public health services. The report gives federal and state health officials and policymakers actionable data and recommends policies to improve the nation’s emergency preparedness at a time when health emergencies are increasing. During 2022, the U.S. surpassed 1 million deaths due to COVID-19 and saw decreasing rates of routine vaccinations and increasing prevalence of health misinformation.  In addition, the past year was the eighth consecutive year the U.S. experienced 10 or more billion-dollar weather-related disasters.
The report tiers states and the District of Columbia into three performance levels for health emergency preparedness: high, middle, and low. This year’s report placed 19 states and DC in the high-performance tier, 16 states in the middle performance tier, and 15 states in the low performance tier.
The report’s findings showed both areas of strength within the nation’s public health system and areas that need attention
Areas of strong performance include:
A majority of states have made preparations to expand healthcare and public health laboratory capacity in an emergency.
Most states are accredited in the areas of public health or emergency management. Some states are accredited in both.
Most U.S. residents who received their household water through a community water system had access to safe water. However recent water system failures in Jackson, Mississippi and Newark, New Jersey demonstrate the importance of continued attention to the integrity of municipal water systems.
Areas that need attention include:
Too few people were vaccinated against seasonal flu last year despite significant improvement in flu vaccination rates in recent years. During the 2021-2022 flu season, 51 percent of Americans ages 6 months or older received a flu vaccine, well short of the 70 percent goal established by Healthy People 2030.
Only about half the U.S. population is served by a comprehensive public health system. Comprehensive public health systems ensure that necessary health services are available to all residents.
Only 26 percent of hospitals in states, on average, earned a top-quality patient safety grade in 2022. Hospital safety scores measure performance on such issues as healthcare-associated infection rates, intensive-care capacity, and an overall culture of error prevention.
“Increased and sustained investment in public health infrastructure, emergency preparedness, and health equity will save lives,” said J. Nadine Gracia, M.D., MSCE, President and CEO of Trust for America’s Health. “Federal, state, and local officials as well as leaders in the healthcare and business sectors should use our findings to identify and address gaps in public health preparedness. Neglecting to do so will mean that the country will not be as prepared as it needs to be for the next public health emergency.”
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