The plan converts existing Medicare to single-payer by phasing in new age groups over a 4 year period. 
Mark Gruenberg 23, editor of the union news service Press Associates Incorporate, head of bureau of People’s World,  3/31/2023, “With union backing, Sanders reintroduces Medicare For All,” People’s World, https://peoplesworld.org/article/with-union-backing-sanders-reintroduces-medicare-for-all/, kav
Medicare For All would wipe out the insurers and their high executive pay and denial of care. It would also give the federal government—which now foots half of the nation’s health care costs—the power to dictate drug prices to Big Pharma, the fact sheet says. If passed, it would be phased in over four years.
It also “would provide comprehensive health care coverage to all with no out-of-pocket expenses, insurance premiums, deductibles, or co-payments. This includes coverage for primary care, vision, dental, prescription drugs, mental health, substance use disorder, long-term services and supports, reproductive health care, and more,” the fact sheet adds.
Without coverage, “millions of American families face bankruptcy and financial ruin because of the outrageously high cost of health care” and “one out of four Americans cannot afford the life-saving medicine their doctors prescribe,” Medicare For All’s fact sheet says.
The outlook and opposition didn’t stop Sanders, NNU, or their allies. The union put Medicare For All as a top priority as hundreds of its members lobbied lawmakers during National Nurses Week, May 6-12, a week before Sanders unveiled the latest version of the legislation.
Like the prior versions, Medicare For All would abolish the private health insurance industry and its high premiums, high co-pays, monstrous executive salaries, and increasing denial of care—often for flimsy reasons which override medical judgments, studies show.
“Astronomical health care costs and lack of access continue to drive individuals, families, and businesses past their breaking point while insurance companies continue to soak up billions of health care dollars,” National Nurses United said.
“Medicare has provided guaranteed health care for millions of seniors for more than 57 years. It’s time we have a Medicare For All, single-payer health care system that would end health disparities, effectively control costs, and assure that everyone has equal access to an excellent standard of care.”
The coronavirus pandemic exposed the need for Medicare For All even more, Sanders said. He estimated one-third of the more than 1.1 million people the pandemic has—officially—killed since the national emergency about it was declared in March 2020, have died due to lack of health insurance coverage.
That lack, he added, occurred because they couldn’t afford it, or, even if they had it, the private insurers denied so much care that it broke the sufferers from the modern-day plague.
“In America, your health and your longevity should not be dependent on your bank account or your stock portfolio,” Sanders said. “Health care is a human right, not a privilege.
“Over 85 million people are uninsured or underinsured. As we speak, there are millions of people who would like to go to a doctor but cannot afford to do so. That is an outrage.
“After all the lives that we lost to this terrible pandemic, it is clearer now, perhaps more than ever before, that we must end the international embarrassment of the United States being the only major country on earth to not guarantee health care to all.”
“Millions of people ration lifesaving medication or skip necessary trips to the doctor because of cost,” Jayapal explained. “Sadly, the number of people struggling to afford care continues to skyrocket as millions of people lose their current health insurance as pandemic-era programs end. Breaking a bone or getting sick shouldn’t be a reason that people in the richest country in the world go broke.
“There is a solution to this health crisis–a popular one that guarantees health care to every person as a human right and finally puts people over profits and care over corporations,” she added, citing 69% support in public opinion polls for universal health care.
“That solution is Medicare for All–everyone in, nobody out. I’m so proud to fight for this legislation to finally ensure all people can get the care they need and the care they deserve.”
“Every American has the right to health care, period. If you’re sick, you should be able to go to the doctor without being worried about the cost of treatment or prescription medicine,” added lead co-sponsor Rep. Debbie Dingell, D-Mich., whose late husband, Rep. John Dingell, was the original 1965 sponsor of Medicare.
“The pandemic didn’t create the flaws in our health care system, but it brought to light many of the shortcomings that have caused unnecessary and preventable hardship for countless American families for decades. We’ve been fighting this fight since the 1940s.”
Another fact sheet Sanders issued says that in the first year of the transition to Medicare For All, the Medicare eligibility age will be reduced to 55, and children up to age 18 would be covered. Deductibles for doctors, hospitals (Parts A and B), and drugs (Part D) will be eliminated. Seniors will get hearing aid, dental, and vision coverage. There would also be a transition plan to ensure nobody loses coverage.
In the second year, the Medicare eligibility age drops to 45 and in the third year, it declines to 35. In the fourth year, everybody would be covered.
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