Redistribution naturalizes heterosexuality in the economic realm.
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One of the key questions for critical social theory in general, and postcolonial, queer, feminist in particular, is the challenging question of why subjects desire their own subjugation. In one of the most interesting analyses of the complex discontinuity between desire and interest, Gayatri Spivak in ‘Can the Subaltern Speak?’ (1988) critiques Deleuze and Foucault’s claim that the oppressed know about the conditions of their exploitation and are able to speak for themselves. In Spivak’s view, their position risks conflating desire and interest, thus constructing an undivided political subject. They thereby fail to address contemporary forms of economic exploitation, especially the superexploitation of women in the global South, by ignoring the gendered ideological subject constitution on both sides of the colonial divide. By focusing on the incoherence between desire and interest, Spivak emphasizes the importance of critique of ideology even as she contests any simplistic understanding of politics as the rational and economic pursuit of justice and rights (Castro Varela and Dhawan 2014; also cf. Weiss, Chapter 4 in this volume). According to her, economic and political transformation is incomplete without the accompanying intervention in the subject production of the hegemon and subaltern in both the global North and South. While desire for economic justice is often coded in terms of reducing all value to its pecuniary equivalent, desiring other economies can take the form of envisaging alternate modes of recognizing value other than financial compensation (GibsonGraham 2006). In contrast to discussions on sexual and economic justice that primarily attend to demands for redistribution and recognition, often presenting them as oppositional or adversarial (Hennessy 2000; Fraser and Honneth 2003), we suggest a shift of focus. Supplementing debates about redistribution and recognition, we propose that issues of representation are equally essential (GibsonGraham 1996; Butler 1998; Spivak 1999; Engel 2002; Kapur 2005; Gressgård, Chapter 5; Binnie, Chapter 8; and Kapur, Chapter 6 in this volume). Accordingly, it is imperative to assess whether the subjects who are affected by unjust structures have a say in the apparatuses of value-coding (Spivak 2012: 59). Thus, a politics of sexual and socio-economic justice raises the question of how people are involved in the decision-making processes of intervening in and transforming these arrangements of value-coding. Drawing on Marx, Spivak argues that ‘the logic of capitalism weaves the socius like the textile of a particular set of relationships. Power and validation within this socius are secured by denying that web and transforming/ displacing it into “natural” readability’ (Spivak 2012: 59). From a queer perspective, naturalized heterosexuality is part of weaving the socius – like kinship, ethnic and transnational relations – into the structures of neoliberal political economy, while at the same time rendering these mechanisms invisible. Problematizing any straightforward relations between justice and capitalism, this book highlights how postcolonial-queer-feminist struggles for economic and sexual justice are not just about organizing material goods for the suffering classes or mobilizing (sexual) rights for disenfranchised communities – where the deprived are reduced to their needs, which are coded as transparent to our reading practices. Rather, they are about engaging with the imagination and desires of both dispensers as well as receivers of justice. 
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