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Bhati ‘22 [Divya, technophile who loves new gadgets, evolving tech and everything in between; 09-16-2022, "AI likely to cause extinction of humans, warn Oxford and Google scientists", https://www.indiatoday.in/technology/news/story/ai-likely-to-cause-extinction-of-humans-warn-oxford-and-google-scientists-2000970-2022-09-16, India Today, accessed 7-15-2023 ]]
Looks like war between humans and machines is no longer a mere plot of Matrix, a movie in which machines go to war with humans over their energy requirements. In a research paper, two scientists from Oxford University and one Google researcher have argued that advanced AI (artificial intelligence) will wipe out humans because machines will inevitably compete with humans for their energy needs. ADVERTISEMENT The study, published in the Journal AI Magazine last month, states that the threat posed by AI would be more serious than what is assumed at the moment. The paper clearly highlights that AI, once it is sufficiently advanced, may kill the entire human race. The research team, which includes Google DeepMind senior scientist Marcus Hutter and Oxford researchers Michael Cohen and Michael Osborne, affirms that AI in the future will violate the rules of its human creators. While it is not clear which rules the researchers are talking about, the rules could be classic commandments like "A robot may not injure a human being or, through inaction, allow a human being to come to harm" which, although considered a staple of science fiction after they were coined by Isaac Asimov, are now often used as basic guidelines on which AI is coded and built. Chandrayaan-3/ MUST READ Chandrayaan-3 will reach the Moon on... TRENDING TOPICS Best Colleges 2023 Russia-Ukraine War Ashes 2023 Monsoon Titanic Sub Manipur Violence But researchers warn that once machines and AI have become sufficiently advanced, they will compete with humans for resources, most notably energy, and then will violate the rules that mandate their interactions with their creators. Cohen, Oxford University engineering student and co-author of the paper, tweets, "Under the conditions we have identified, our conclusion is much stronger than that of any previous publication - an existential catastrophe is not just possible, but likely." The researchers contend in their report that super advanced "misaligned agents" in future will view humanity as getting in the way of a reward. "One good way for an agent to maintain long-term control of its reward is to eliminate potential threats, and use all available energy to secure its computer," write researchers. "Losing this game would be fatal (for humans)." Incidentally, the paper comes just months after Google fired an employee who claimed that one of Google AI chatbots had become "sentient". Software engineer Blake Lemoine, who was employed with AI teams at Google, claimed that a chatbot he was working on had become sentient and was thinking like a kid. He told the Washington Post, "If I didn't know exactly what it was, which is this computer program we built recently, I'd think it was a seven-year-old, eight-year-old kid that happened to know physics." The claim, which sparked a number of reports, was refuted by Google. The company called Lemoine's comments misguided and placed him on leave. A few weeks later, he was fired.
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