A ‘basic income’ is universal and unconditional.
Goodin ’95 [Robert Goodin; 1995; Professor of Government at the University of Essex; Utilitarianism as a Public Philosophy“Basic Income,” Ch. 14]
Proposals to pay everyone in society a “basic income” are, on their face, straightforward. The same sum would be paid, absolutely unconditionally, to everyone in society – regardless of their work performance, income, needs or any other personal characteristics. Of course, people might supplement this basic income in various ways, typically with earned income. But it would make no difference to the “basic income” you receive whether you were young or old, in work or out of it, willing to work or unwilling or unable to do so, married or single, had dependents or not, or whatever. Every individual in society would be guaranteed the same basic sum, regardless.
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