The plan undermines the core purpose of SS---snowballs to unrelated enforcement that wrecks broader enforcement.
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Using Social Security to finance parental leave benefits raises fundamental questions about the Social Security system itself. It was designed as a social insurance program to provide basic retirement income and insure people against the financial risks associated with becoming widowed, orphaned, or disabled. Allowing people to borrow against their future retirement benefits to meet needs at younger ages would fundamentally change the program from a social insurance program to a forced saving program. Allowing people to use future Social Security benefits to finance parental leave could invite proposals to use the program to meet other pressing needs. Representative Tom Garrett (R-VA), for example, has proposed that people could pay off part of their student loan debt by accepting reduced future Social Security benefits. Diverting Social Security to cover nonretirement needs could significantly erode retirement security.
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