NOPE – no mass exodus from the work force – laundry list
Calnitsky ’17 -- David Calnitsky is an assistant professor in the department of sociology at Western University (“Debating Basic Income”, Catalyst VOL 1 NO 3 FALL 2017, https://catalyst-journal.com/2017/12/debating-basic-income///jrc)
Nevertheless, despite evidence to the contrary, it may be the case that basic income does drain most workers out of the labor market. Or perhaps these perverse effects would eventually materialize with a massive basic income. If so, the non-sustainability argument has force, and it means that there is some Goldilocks level of basic income, above which people drop out in droves. My own estimation is that if some such level exists, it is considerably higher than the figures posed above: none of the evidence from a wide range of benefit levels in the various experiments comes close to inducing a collapse in the labor market. Because of the benefits of added income, the inherent appeal of work, and its potentially growing attractiveness due to changing power relations, it seems to me that an increasingly generous basic income will face other sustainability problems long before some mass exodus of labor buckles the economy.
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