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Can that happen here in America? It is hard to imagine President Obama, or any future U.S. presidential candidate, running for office on a platform that includes raising taxes. But suppose Obama was reelected in 2012. At that point, he could spend his new political capital on getting a VAT enacted without fear of having to run again. 
The task would require leadership and skill in forging coalitions. Progressives would need to be persuaded that using a regressive tax to fund redistributive programs like Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Security is not a betrayal of their ideals. Rebating revenues to the poor will help. Conservatives would have to be persuaded that adopting a VAT will increase America's competitiveness, which can be achieved if the VAT revenue is used in part to cut other taxes (such as the corporate income tax). The states would have to be persuaded that a federal consumption tax will not cut into their revenue base. Perhaps some portion of federal VAT revenue must be allocated to the states?
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