2---the counterplan doesn’t attract national attention
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Despite substantial differences in the local politics of coverage expansion, states across the country are leading major changes in health care payment and delivery. For example, Arkansas and Tennessee are avidly pursuing bundled payments, Maryland has largely eliminated fee-for-service payment to hospitals, Massachusetts has established statewide cost growth targets, and Idaho is creating a statewide network of multipayer medical homes.
These efforts and many others, while largely under the radar of national attention, may have a profound effect on the health care system’s ability to provide better care at lower cost. Understanding why and how states of all political hues are engaged in such efforts and recognizing the limitations of state-led reform are critical to appreciating the opportunities and challenges of this unique moment in US health care.
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