A UBI would replace safety net programs---essential programs like SNAP would be cut  
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Some economists and policymakers argue that, although there was strong 3.4 percent growth in gross domestic product (GDP) in 2019 and low rates of unemployment, those numbers conceal the fact that many families are struggling financially. Wage growth remains stagnant, and nearly 1 in 10 employed adults work as contractors with limited job security and therefore employment benefits such as health insurance and long-term financial security. Moreover, the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is severely exacerbating these health and economic issues. There have been more than 48 million jobless claims in the US since March. At the time this report was written, about 31.8 million people are receiving unemployment benefits, which equates to about 1 in 5 individuals in the workforce. Simultaneously, the US continues to set record numbers of COVID19 cases with cases trending upward in 39 states. In light of the pandemic, the International Monetary Fund projects that growth in the US will fall 8 percent in 2020 and overall worldwide output will fall 4.9 percent.
UBI is one method that is being suggested as having the potential to address current income inequality and to mitigate the loss of jobs caused by technological advances and COVID-19. UBI is an economic support mechanism typically intended to reach all or a large portion of the population. It is particularly noteworthy and contrasted with current US welfare programs in that receipt of UBI comes with no or minimal conditions. According to the International Monetary Fund, in formulating a UBI plan, policymakers generally grapple with three primary considerations: who is eligible, the generosity of the UBI transfers, and the fiscal cost.Some UBI proposals are universal while others are targeted to lower-income populations. Additionally, policymakers must weigh the incentives and disincentives of the generosity of transfers. For example, they must determine how UBI will affect decisions to enter the workforce and the number of hours worked. Finally, and perhaps most importantly, policymakers must determine the fiscal cost of implementing UBI to governments in an environment of limited financial resources.
Proponents of UBI claim that it would help break the poverty cycle and dependency on welfare programs. They claim UBI will give the disadvantaged the time and money to seek higher education and needed job training. Others claim that UBI would disincentivize work. However, decreased working hours has not been established in UBI trials to date. Advocates mention that UBI could replace the current complicated safety net. The US has a patchwork benefits system with programs including but not limited to:
• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program: Provides nutrition benefits to supplement the food budget of families in need so they can purchase healthy food.
• Temporary Assistance for Needy Families: A time-limited program that assists families with children when the parents or other responsible relatives cannot provide for the family’s basic needs.
• Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP): Provides health coverage to children in families that earn too much money to qualify for Medicaid. In some states, CHIP also covers pregnant women.
• Section 8: Housing choice voucher program assisting low-income families, the elderly, and the disabled, to afford safe and sanitary housing in the private market.
• Earned Income Tax Credit: A refundable tax credit to low- and moderate-income individuals, particularly those with children.
• Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children: Provides federal grants to states for supplemental food, health care referrals, and nutrition education for low-income pregnant, breastfeeding, and postpartum women, and to infants and children up to age five who are at nutritional risk.
• Supplemental Security Income: Program providing cash benefits to meet the needs of elderly, blind, and disabled individuals who otherwise have challenges paying for food and shelter. Every year, the US spends nearly $1 trillion across dozens of state and federal programs amounting to significant administrative oversight across multiple agencies. 30 9 However, some critics of the programs state that the complex network of resources is a consequence of having different programs intentionally target different populations with varying needs and that the purpose of each program is distinct.10 33 Critics of UBI state that it amounts to redistribution but does not necessarily advance mobility or represent an investment in human capital. Rather, they believe, society should focus its collective efforts on reforming current safety net programs to better meet their intended goals. 
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