Covid thumps food security 
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The COVID-19 pandemic increased global food insecurity in almost every country by reducing incomes and disrupting food supply chains—conditions worsened worldwide by Russia’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. The pandemic continues to create devastating effects on global hunger and poverty – especially on the poorest and most vulnerable populations.  Today, the number of severely food-insecure people has doubled from before the pandemic to 276 million people. By the end of 2022, due to the compounding effects of continued social, political, and economic crises around the world, the World Food Program (WFP) estimates this total to rise to 323 million people.
The UN warns that without immediate humanitarian assistance, over 43 million people in 38 countries across the globe are at risk of falling into famine or famine-like conditions. Ethiopia, Somalia, South Sudan, Afghanistan, and Yemen are at the highest risk of famine.
Since 2019, the number of hungry people in West Africa has quadrupled, reaching its highest levels in decades. This intensifies an already severe food crisis in the region, as farmers have struggled to feed their families due to drought, inflation, COVID-19 border closures, and political instability.
Food insecurity was high in conflict-affected areas even before Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. A November 2021 assessment found that 28% of Ukraine’s population has experienced moderate or severe levels of food insecurity in the country’s eastern region. That number is projected to rise to over 40% in the next three months.
The share of the global population not getting sufficient nourishment has increased from 8.4% to 9.9% in one year, threatening the achievement of Sustainable Development Goal 2 (Zero Hunger by 2030). If current trends continue, 660 million people will still be hungry in 2030.
Supply chain disruptions due to COVID-19 and increased consumer demand for food drastically raised food prices across the globe – increasing the severity of food insecurity for the 811 million people around the world who go to bed hungry every night. The war in Ukraine has disrupted almost a third of the world’s wheat market, worsening a food security crisis already exacerbated by COVID-19. Without immediate assistance, trends will continue, with climate shocks, violent conflict, and global health challenges driving food commodity prices to their highest levels ever.
In March 2022, world food prices surged at the fastest pace ever, jumping nearly 13% to a new record high. Low-income countries that are already struggling to recover from COVID-19 and rely on reasonably priced wheat, vegetable oils, and other food staples will be hit hardest by skyrocketing prices. This is pushing import-dependent countries in the Middle East and Northern Africa to a “breaking point.”
The cost of minimum monthly food needs is up 351% in Lebanon, 97% in Syria, and 81% in Yemen. Wheat flour and cooking oil is up as much as 47% in the region.
The price of wheat and oil has increased by 300% in Somalia during the Ukraine crisis. As a result, families are forced to turn to cheaper, less nutritious options, contributing to malnutrition and obesity. Today, 6 million Somalis are “marching towards starvation,” according to World Food Program (WFP) Executive Director David Beasley.
Kenya has seen the price of fuel increase for the first time in five months, raising food inflation to nearly 10%. With fertilizer prices projected to increase by 70%, people are worried about how the country will handle dual threats from COVID-19 and inflation. Below-average rain also threatens to reduce crop production by 70%, pushing 3.1 million people into severe levels of hunger.
The COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated child hunger and malnutrition. As the pandemic enters its third year, 23 countries have yet to fully reopen schools to their more than 405 million school children. In 2022, COVID-19 disruptions and supply chain challenges may push an additional 9.3 to 13.6 million children into acute malnutrition.
 5.5 million children in East Africa are facing high levels of malnutrition, due to the compounding effects of COVID-19, intense drought, and the Ukraine crisis. Less than 40% of children in the Middle East and Northern Africa have access to the nutritious diets needed to grow properly.
The economic impact of COVID-19 may result in $29.7 billion in losses in 2022 due to excess stunting and child mortality. However, for every dollar invested in nutrition, $16 is returned to the local economy.
The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) is working through Feed the Future programming, as well as with multisector partners to address global food security. During the 2021 United Nations (UN) Food Systems Summit, USAID announced a $5 billion investment in Feed the Future over the next five years. In addition to this investment, USAID also announced a partnership plan with the U.S. International Development Finance Corporation (DFC) and the Eleanor Crook Foundation to mobilize $100 million in financing to tackle the root causes of malnutrition and address the effects of COVID-19 on malnutrition and food insecurity in developing countries.
In Nepal, Feed the Future strengthened food security during the COVID-19 pandemic by connecting Nepali farmers and business owner with online delivery companies. This has enabled smallholder farmers to maintain produce sales, while providing local families access to nutritious food sources.
In East Africa, USAID is providing nearly $114 million in humanitarian assistance for food assistance, medical supplies, and clean water. More than 20 million people across the region will need emergency food assistance this year, a 70% increase since 2017.
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