Misperceptions mean the plan will be unpopular
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The fact that little information was available for over three years regarding  [*66]  the proposed agreement only fueled the gossip and myths about the agreement's anticipated effects on immigration. Now that the text is available, it is possible that some of the opposition to the agreement will diminish. Misperceptions about the immigration incentives created by the agreement, however, persist and are publicized by opposition groups.  48 Until the laws and regulations regarding benefit qualifications (as described below) are clarified, opposition to the proposed agreement will continue to focus on the misperceptions about the agreement rather than on its actual weaknesses. Ironically, opponents' efforts to publicize their inaccurate understandings may actually increase incentives to illegally immigrate to the United States by furthering the belief that benefits will be made widely available to unauthorized workers.
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