Political capital isn’t influential.
Evan Katz 16, Master of Public Policy from Duke University Sanford School of Public Policy, 4/6/16, "Does Political Capital Matter?" https://politicstheorypractice.com/2016/04/06/does-political-capital-matter/
As always, simple theories with broad explanatory power generally catch on quickly in academia because they offer a catch-all mechanism through which to understand how certain phenomena work. However, political capital as a theory may be too simplistic, and virtually all empirical data disproves the idea that presidents have an invisible currency they can spend on influencing members of Congress to carry out their bidding. Presidents do have influence in legislation, but not to the extent that political capital theorists would have you believe. Other factors, such as ideology, party affiliation, constituents, and election cycles, more accurately explain legislative outcomes, but political capital conflates these with actual examples of presidential influence.
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