SSD doesn’t solve- creates a disembodiment within debaters are they’re forced to endorse selective allyship- discouraging solidarity for communities by degrading literature 
(Nick J. Sciullo and Lauren Chrstie ’23, Dr. Sciullo is an Associate Professor of Communications at Texas A&M University - Kingsville where he teaches classes across the communication curriculum from intercultural communication to organizational communication to public speaking and everything in between. His work has been published in Argumentation & Advocacy, Communication Teacher, Communication Education, Rhetoric and Communications, rhizomes, Canadian Journal of Communication, Kentucky Journal of Communication, Journal for the Study of Radicalism, Journal of Scholarly Publishing, and more. Christie is founder & President at First Choice Wealth & Retirement. Helping families and businesses reach their financial goals. IN HONOR OF THE LOUISVILLE PROJECT: ALLYING INSTEAD OF ALLYSHIP TO SUPPORT MINORITY DEBATERS) 
One issue with allyship is that allies seem to be able to turn their allyship on and off when convenient, which not only highlights their fundamental difference with the minoritized individuals with whom they ally, but also expresses a lack of commitment to these people and their needs. So, allyship becomes a tool of expression and individualization rather than a commitment to solidarity. It becomes an easy choice not an endless struggle. One may define themselves as an ally to gain social capital in minority social circles, while remaining silent against racism in socially-dominant spaces. The ally’s privileged status allows them to abandon the fight when necessary or even when not, as they need not oppose oppressive systems or individuals’ actions to go about their day. This practice degrades both those with whom the allies ally and the participation of allies in movements meant to dismantle such systems, as these actions are oriented not at supporting marginalized groups but more toward providing the already privileged ally with the social status or internal gratification of the ally label (Ostrove & Brown, 2017). One need only scroll through Instagram, Facebook, or Twitter for a few minutes to find aggressive claims of allyship paired with ambiguous photos, inspirational quotations, and confusing statements in support of some version of social justice followed by a week’s worth of silence about the issue. 
Allyship allows privileged populations to attempt to cleanse themselves of guilt for participating in oppressive systems while failing to require any action to dismantle that system or the necessary reflexivity important in social justice praxis. At present, one can claim the identity of ally to allow themselves to feel participatory affiliation in movements while never actually participating in protests, boycotts, picket lines, or for that matter activist writing and presenting in the academy and community. It is easy to be an ally in one’s Twitter profile and by reposting on Facebook, but much harder allying oneself through engagement. Slacktivism has become a status symbol online and in college dorms, assuaging guilt, but doing little to assist or support minority populations advocating for and realizing change. 
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