Even multiple tax credits are unsustainable, can’t solve poverty in the ort or long term
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It’s worth noting that while the fix for the Child Tax Credit’s family-size exclusion is permanent, the national expansion of the credit is only temporary. Congress should therefore act to make full refundability of the credit permanent as well as additional improvements in the credit. If they don’t, the credit’s anti-poverty effects in Puerto Rico (and elsewhere) will surely decline.
It’s also important to note that families in Puerto Rico claiming the Child Tax Credit must do so directly with the IRS, whereas they can claim the EITC through Puerto Rico’s Treasury Department. Given the historical absence of these credits in Puerto Rico and the novelty of the expansions, uptake is expected to build gradually over time. Intensive outreach efforts, including campaigns from EA and YDI, will help as many families as possible take advantage of these credits.
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