The plan solves.
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Considering its implications, the impending Puerto Rico healthcare crisis should not be overlooked. To fix it, the Puerto Rico Healthcare Crisis Coalition suggests that Medical Advantage reimbursement rates will need to be restored by CMS; that federal funds will need to be provided for local health insurance to meet the Medicaid/Medicare match obligations; that the Health Insurance Tax (amounting to $200 million) on small businesses in the island to help pay for the ACA should be eliminated, considering the limited benefit to the population; and that the local health plan (Mi Salud) will need to be stabilized, which will require Congress to increase federal payments by 2017. Finally, the group stresses that Puerto Rico’s healthcare system is a patchwork of rules and suggests that the system be reengineered by CMS (17). Clearly, this is a complex problem, but one that needs tackling soon before it spirals out of control. Although politics, race, and economics may cloud the issue, let’s remember that the health of Americans is at stake. Bailey Ashford could never have predicted what would become of the healthcare system in Puerto Rico, but there is no doubt that if he were to live today, he would have galvanized physicians, healthcare advocates, foundations, industry, and federal and local government officials to find a solution to this problem to, as he put it, “salvage this man, this woman, this child for one hundred percent efficiency in the future.”
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