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2.3.2. Political impacts of armed conflict. Armed conflict is a manifestation of political failure. Among other things, severe violence impedes the state’s ability to maintain rule of law and collect and redistribute taxes and revenues. The longer-term institutional implications of armed conflict are less clear-cut. Oftentimes, ongoing armed conflict inspires more stringent central rule, epitomized by implementation of an indefinite state of emergency and restrictions on, e.g., media freedom and civil liberties, as well as more covert aspects of repression, discrimination, and exclusion (143–146). There is mixed evidence for civil conflict impacts on the stability and longevity of regimes, however. Empirical findings on the risk of military coups and state collapse following conflict diverge (147–149). At the same time, the effect of conflict on subsequent institutional and political reforms toward more democracy and liberalization is weak and seemingly quite shortlived (150–153). Overall, the inconsistent findings reflect the heterogeneous character of wars and the diverse contexts within which they are embedded. 
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