Financial set up is a key aspect of military recruitment – means post-plan recruitment most likely declines
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However, taking a step back from the glamorous appeals of Hollywood and technology, another critical aspect of the military’s public image is the idea of what benefits individuals would receive should they choose to enlist. In previous discussions of the JROTC, the instilment of valuable skills such as leadership and a strong work ethic were touched upon as potential motivating factors for students to join the program. Additionally, “defenders of the JROTC… claim that the goal is leadership and citizen development, drop-out prevention, or simply the fun of dressing up and parading around” 48 . It appears that the military is heavily reliant on recruits seeing service as an opportunity to become a “better version” of themselves while enjoying their lives in the process. Bettering oneself in the military, according to Marshall and Brown (2004), is best achieved through the benefits it pitches such as “financial rewards, social prestige [and] job training…” 49 . In exchange, all the military asks is “a commitment of an extended period of time, conformity to a structured lifestyle and obedience to a formal command structure”50 . Military service is essentially presented as a low-risk and highly structured program to help one grow as a person through the acquisition of socio-economic assets to which they i may have not otherwise had the opportunity to access.
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