Different ways of financing drastically changes how the plan can be implemented
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Talking about basic income in the singular does not make much sense. Evaluating such a proposition in the abstract, without specifying what kind of basic income we are talking about, even less so. For it is an instrument that can be used for a diversity of purposes and with varied effects depending on the political project guiding its implementation. Therefore, this article proposes to distinguish between three ideal types of basic income: neoliberal, social-democratic, and of ecological and social transition. These ideal types distinguish themselves by their internal characteristics (amount; financing; articulation with existing social protection) and by the political projects that guide them. The question of the radicality of the basic income proposal thus depends on the model envisaged. The “neoliberal” model is radical in the simplification of the welfare state it proposes, while the “transition” model is radical in its aim to transform social relations and economic dynamics. The “social-democratic” model, in contrast, does not intend to revolutionise social protection, but rather to introduce a reform that, while being more realistic in the short term, is likely to initiate a more gradual transformation of welfare states towards a strengthening of social protection.
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