Leadership problems make Farm Bill passage impossible
Jennifer M. Latzke 6-23 {award-winning writer, columnist, and podcaster, recognized by the Kansas Professional Communicators, Kansas Press Association, the National Federation of Presswomen, Livestock Publications Council, and AAEA} – (“The farm bill is more important than politics,” FarmProgress, published June 23, 2023,  
This year marks the first year in my professional life that retired U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, R-Kan., is not sitting in on deliberations over a farm bill. It’s also the first year we go into farm bill talks without the irascible wit and wisdom of Barry Flinchbaugh, the late Kansas State University professor of agricultural economics.
To be quite honest, I think we’re going to miss their leadership in this process more than we can fathom.
Deja vu
Roberts and Flinchbaugh were pros at the fine negotiations that go into writing a farm bill. That institutional experience helped them — they’d either seen it, done it, or written about how we shouldn’t do it again.
The example that comes to mind is 2013. Come take a quick time hop with me.
Picture it — Washington, D.C., 2013, and then-Speaker of the House John Boehner, R-Ohio, was dealing with a fractured group of House Republicans who took the majority in the midterms.
The House couldn’t pass a farm bill in June, and so talks started swirling about separating nutrition programs from farm programs. Rep. Frank Lucas, R-Okla., then the chairman of the House Agriculture Committee but still a member now, grudgingly approved the plan. This would end a rural-urban coalition of 40 years, give or take that essentially ensured every member on the Hill had a reason to vote for this bill.
On the Senate side, Sen. Debbie Stabenow, D-Mich., chairwoman of the Senate Agriculture Committee then and now, said in effect, not on her watch.
Lines were drawn. But voices of experience and measured reason, like Roberts and others, prevailed. A compromise was eventually reached. And that’s how we got the Agricultural Act of 2014 passed by Congress, two years after its predecessor — the Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008 — had expired.
Same argument
Now, consider where we are today.
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., has a majority that is fractious and once again, Stabenow is in the chairwoman’s seat on the Senate Ag Committee. The House GOP budget hawks are not pleased with the deal McCarthy struck with President Joe Biden on the debt limit, and have shown they are willing to vote against his leadership. Some are already talking about putting roadblocks in the way of the farm bill.
Does all this sound familiar to anyone else?
It seems like we keep circling the same discussions time and time again when it comes to hashing out and funding a farm bill.
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