Complexity means all funding will be wasted
Crook 22, Bloomberg Opinion columnist and member of the editorial board (“The IRS doesn't need more money. America needs a simpler tax code,” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 
One of the most conspicuous parts of the tax-and-spending package known as the Inflation Reduction Act is vastly expanded funding — an additional $80 billion over 10 years — for the Internal Revenue Service. If the IRS lacks the means to do its job well, could that be because its job is far more demanding than it ought to be? Yes: The IRS struggles to administer the system because U.S. taxes are insanely complicated. In this respect, the purportedly bold innovation on funding for the agency is partly a tribute to the status quo. The enormous increase in spending is combined with another new batch of complexities. Highlights include incentives for climate-related investments and assorted other good things, and a minimum corporate tax that requires eligible companies to calculate what they owe not one way but two, then pay the larger sum. Changes like these serve legitimate purposes, but they are partly self-defeating. With one hand you incentivize decisions that serve the public interest; with the other, you cancel them out by closing “loopholes.” On top of which, every further complication is an opportunity for tax avoidance, an added compliance burden on taxpayers and the IRS alike, and a transfer of income from producers of socially valuable goods and services to accountants and lawyers eager for their share of the resulting deadweight loss.
Source: AT IRS Tradeoff DA - Michigan 7 2023 STARTER · Michigan · 2023




