DA is the OPPOSITE of entrenching capitalism – space missions work against capitalism’s dream of subordination.
S.P.P. 11
(“Capitalism 2011: Space exploration takes place in sheds while libraries are closed” – Socialist Party of Portsmouth – Feb 16th – http://socialistpartyp.wordpress.com/2011/02/16/capitalism-2011-space-exploration-takes-place-in-sheds-while-libraries-are-closed/.)
In this age of austerity when capitalist governments are cutting education budgets, closing libraries and making further education ever more unreachable, the likelihood of mankind progressing through the bold scientific feats typified by the achievements by Gagarin and Jahn are null to void. Yuri Gagarin was a son of a peasant family from the Urals. Jahn was the son of a working family from Vogtland. Following the cuts in education and scientific research could a child born in Stratford, Portsmouth or the Bronx even dream of following in their footsteps?  This is why the closest thing that capitalism can conjure to a manned mission to mars, the most ambitious voyage of exploration ever conceived by mankind, is to place 6 men in a hamster cage in a Russian warehouse.  As socialists, we should respect the achievements of men like Sigmund Jahn and we should not hesitate to proclaim that while capitalism is looking to save itself by crushing the living standards and life opportunities of working people; an alternative society with the values of progress, science and bold endeavour for the betterment of humanity at its heart is not only possible, but could allow us all to reach out into the stars. 
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