Unchecked masculinity inevitably causes extinction. Try-or-die for the alternative
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The androcentric premises also have political consequences.  They protect the ideological basis of exploitative relationships.  Militarism, colonialism, racism, sexism, capitalism and other pathological ‘isms’ of modernity get legitimacy from the assumption that power relations and hierarchy are  inevitably a part of human society, due to man's inherent nature.  Because when mankind by nature is autonomous, competitive and violent (i.e. masculine) then coercion and hierarchical structures are necessary to manage conflicts and maintain social order.  In this way, the cooperative relationships such as those found among some women and tribal cultures, are by a dualised definition unrealistic and utopian.  (Birkeland 1995: 59).  This means that power relations are generated by universal scientific truths about human nature, rather than by political and social debate.  The consequence is that people cannot challenge the basis of the power structure because they believe it is the scientific truth, so it cannot be otherwise.  In this way, militarism is justified as being unavoidable, regardless of its patent irrationality.  Likewise, if the scientific "truth" were that humans would always compete for a greater share of resources, then the rational response to the environmental crisis would seem to be "dog-eat-dog" survivalism.  This creates a self-fulfilling prophecy in which nature and community simply cannot survive.  (Birkeland 1995:  59). This type of social and political power structure is kept in place by social policies.  It is based on the assumption that if the scientific method is applied to public policy then social planning can be done free from normative values.  However, according to Habermas (Reitzes 1993: 40) the scientific method only conceal pre-existing, unreflected social interests and pre-scientific decisions. Consequently, also social scientists apply the scientific characteristics of objectivity, value-freedom, rationality and quantifiability to social life.  In this way, they assume they can unveil universal laws about social relations, which will lead to true knowledge.  Based on this, correct social policies can be formulated.  Thus, social processes are excluded, while scientific objective facts are included.  Society is assumed a static entity, where no changes are possible.  By promoting a permanent character, social science legitimizes the existing social order, while obscuring the relations of domination and subordination, which is keeping the existing power relations inaccessible to analysis.  The frozen order also makes it impossible to develop alternative explanations about social reality.  It prevents a historical and political understanding of reality and denies the possibility for social transformation by human agency.  The prevailing condition is seen as an unavoidable fact.  This implies that human beings are passive and that domination is a natural force, for which no one is responsible.  This permits the state freely to implement laws and policies, which are controlling and coercive.  These are seen as being correct, because they are based on scientific facts made by scientific experts.  One result is that the state, without consulting the public, engages in a pathological pursuit of economic growth.  Technology can be used to dominate societies or to enhance them. Thus both science and technology could have developed in a different direction.  But due to patriarchal values infiltrated in science the type of technology developed is meant to dominate, oppress, exploit and kill.  One reason is that patriarchal societies identify masculinity with conquest.  Thus any technical innovation will continue to be a tool for more effective oppression and exploitation.  The highest priority seems to be given to technology that destroys life.  Modern societies are dominated by masculine institutions and patriarchal ideologies.  Their technologies prevailed in Auschwitz, Dresden, Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Vietnam, Iran, Iraq, and Afghanistan and in many other parts of the world.  Patriarchal power has brought us acid rain, global warming, military states, poverty and countless cases of suffering.  We have seen men whose power has caused them to lose all sense of reality, decency and imagination, and we must fear such power.  The ultimate result of unchecked patriarchy will be ecological catastrophe and nuclear holocaust.  Such actions are denial of wisdom.  It is working against natural harmony and destroying the basis of existence.  But as long as ordinary people leave questions of technology to the "experts” we will continue the forward stampede.  As long as economics focus on technology and both are the focus of politics, we can leave none of them to experts.  Ordinary people are often more capable of taking a wider and more humanistic view than these experts.  (Kelly 1990: 112-114; Eisler 1990: 3233; Schumacher 1993: 20, 126, 128, 130).
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