Immigration is key to America’s unique advantages. 
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While the Trump administration treated foreign-born professionals as a threat, enacting numerous obstacles and even bans on their entry into America, the report states, “The United States benefits far more from the immigration of highly skilled foreign workers than other countries.” According to the report, “In 2013, the United States had 15 times as many immigrant inventors as there were American inventors living abroad. By contrast, Canada, Germany, and the U.K. all maintain a net negative inventor immigration rate. Compared with other U.S. advantages in the AI competition—such as financial resources or hardware capacity—this immigration advantage is harder for other countries to replicate.”
The report identifies several problems with the current U.S. immigration system, including international students becoming more likely to study in other countries and the long waits for employment-based immigrants for green cards, which are in some ways connected. As this recent article explains: “Without a change in immigration law, it will be sometime in the year 2216—195 years from now—when the last person born in India waiting today in the employment-based immigrant backlog is expected to receive a green card.”
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