4---Even then, immigrants overcome flaws to the patent system. 
*1990-2016 includes weakening of patent protection, including key decisions from the SCOTUS limiting power of patents (eBay, Teleflex, Bilski, Mayo, Myriad, and Alice,) and the America Invents Act. 
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To find the answer, the researchers looked at the output of nearly 880,000 Americans who patented inventions between 1990 and 2016. They found that immigrants made an outsize contribution to innovation in the U.S. While they comprised 16% of inventors, immigrants were behind 23% of the patents issued over these years.
It wasn’t just a matter of quantity: The share of patents immigrants produced was slightly higher when weighted by the number of citations each patent received over the next three years, a key measure of their quality and utility. Moreover, immigrants were responsible for a quarter of the total economic value of patents granted in that period, as measured by the stock market’s reaction to new patents.
“The high-skilled immigrants we have in the U.S. are incredibly productive and innovative, and they’re disproportionately contributing to innovation in our society,” says Diamond, a professor of economics at Stanford Graduate School of Business.
Source: Immigration CP - Northwestern 2024 · Northwestern · 2024




