No liberal warfare or lashout impact
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Looking ahead, is the American liberal martial combination likely to endure? The answer is probably not. Most importantly, the ability of the US to win wars has declined significantly. Vietnam, Iraq and most likely Afghanistan defy the successful application of American military power. Also, the ‘liberty gradient’ which was once so pronounced has declined with the spread of liberal democracy. The United States is surrounded by democracies, a novel experience. Although this spread of democracy has long been a goal of the United States, the significant realization of this goal leaves the United States somewhat disoriented, and its familiar patterns of mobilization no longer seem so relevant.
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