USPTO efficiency is key to clean tech patents, innovation solves climate change
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Intellectual property drives technological advancements, and the USPTO expanded the program on June 6, 2023 to include more technologies. That expanded scope makes progress on a goal of net-zero greenhouse emissions. It incentivizes inventors and companies to create and continue working on climate-friendly innovations, allowing them to expedite the patent examination process for inventions that contribute to mitigating climate change.
The program meets the pressing need for innovative solutions to combat climate change by expediting what can be a long process. It seeks to empower innovators to bring their protected ideas to market more quickly, contributing to global efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and build a more sustainable future. This program will only be available until June 2027 or until 4,000 petitions have been granted. As of February 27, 2024, 583 petitions have already been granted.
Companies working in the clean tech space should consider whether the Climate Change Mitigation Pilot Program is an option for their intellectual property plans.
Both in-house and outside patent counsel are crucial in navigating the patent prosecution process before the USPTO. Patent counsel can help companies understand the requirements and benefits of participating in special programs offered by the USPTO, helping them maximize the value of their innovations while protecting their intellectual property rights.
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