USPTO is currently introducing modernization for patent applications --- DOCX format
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The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) has been working diligently towards introducing a system supporting the submission of new patent applications in structured text, particularly utilizing the DOCX format, over the past few years. This transition has recently been realized, as the Office officially implemented DOCX filing starting from January 17, 2024. This consideration of filing in DOCX format stemmed from a Proposed Rule issued by the USPTO on July 31, 2019. The complete notification can be accessed from this link.
Promoting DOCX Usage and Surcharge Guidelines
The USPTO intends to use the DOCX format to enhance data quality, reducing mistakes in published applications and issued patents. This change is supposed to spot common problems like formatting errors quickly, offering instant feedback to avoid needless holdups in application processing. Furthermore, the switch aims to avoid compatibility issues, such as those related to non-embedded fonts in PDF files. DOCX’s cross-platform versatility enhances ease of use with popular word processing tools like Microsoft Word and Google Docs, empowering applicants to seamlessly draft, edit, and submit documents.
The USPTO urges applicants to use DOCX format via Patent Center for patent application submissions, aligning with modernization efforts. As of January 17, 2024, a non-DOCX surcharge has been effective—up to USD 400 for large entities, USD 160 for small, and USD 80 for micro entities—exclusively for non-provisional applications, including continuations and divisions.
Source: USPTO DA - GDI 2024 · GDI · 2024




