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The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) has been facing a crisis. There are close to three million registered trademarks, and new trademark applications are being filed at a record pace. In 2021 alone, the USPTO registered over 367,000 applications. As the register grows, unused (and unwanted) trademark registrations (“deadwood”) are a significant problem as they make it more difficult for new trademark applicants to protect their own marks.
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