Even if we stopped pollution today, it’s too late
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While this has shielded humanity and terrestrial ecosystems, the effects in the ocean are alarming: unprecedented warming, acidification, deoxygenation, and a host of related changes that further undermine the stability of our climate. Decreasing emissions must remain an urgent priority of the global community, but the problem is this: Even if we stopped all emissions today, existing carbon pollution in the air will continue to warm the planet to devastating levels.
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