Greater protection for indigenous knowledge raises costs, which can limit drug development.
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Offering greater protection may force companies to contract and give Indigenous peoples further bargaining power during contract negotiations. Anything that limits pharmaceutical companies' rights to resources, however, has the potential to limit drug development. With past contracts, availability of resources did not always mean results. Merck's contract with Costa Rica did not yield any new drugs. Shaman's contracts did yield a few medical developments, but they did so at such a cost that Shaman ended up in bankruptcy. The more control indigenous peoples have over these resources, the more expensive access to them will become, leading to a decrease in development. 
Source: Pharma DA - GDI 2024 · GDI · 2024




