Modernization is solving court backlog in the short and long term
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Improving evidence management, increasing resources for conflict-free representation, and expanding ways to provide short and long-term relief for overburdened courts are crucial strategies for enhancing access to justice. These measures can help streamline legal proceedings and ensure that individuals have adequate support in navigating the court system. IMPROVED EVIDENCE MANAGEMENT Improved evidence management is critical for streamlining court processes. Digital evidence, with its complexity and volume, necessitates efficient handling to expedite case resolution. Smart court characteristics include ensuring fairness and efficiency of the judiciary, which can be achieved through improved evidence management strategies. This includes digitalization of evidence storage and retrieval systems to enhance accessibility and streamline the presentation of evidence in civil cases. Moreover, modernized evidence management aligns with promoting procedural fairness within the American legal system by ensuring that all parties have equal access to relevant information. Implementing user-friendly electronic filing systems coupled with robust data quality measures further enhances transparency and ensures that evidence is accurately handled throughout legal proceedings. INCREASED RESOURCES FOR CONFLICT-FREE REPRESENTATION Civil courts require additional resources to provide conflict-free representation, ensuring all parties have access to sound legal guidance. Boosting funding for legal aid and pro bono programs is essential to diminish the imbalance in representation and ensure fair outcomes for all individuals involved in legal proceedings. Studies have shown that access to counsel directly impacts the fairness of trials, making it imperative to allocate more resources towards this critical aspect of justice. Furthermore, expanding support for conflict-free representation can significantly enhance the public's trust in the legal system, as individuals are provided with equitable opportunities for adequate representation. EXPANSION OF WAYS TO PROVIDE SHORT AND LONG-TERM RELIEF FOR OVERBURDENED COURTS To alleviate the burden on overburdened courts, a strategic plan by the Federal Judiciary focuses on expanding ways to offer both short and long-term relief. This involves innovative policies developed due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, aiming to keep courts open and ensure equitable access to court-related services. Embracing technology has been pivotal for courts, not only in staying operational but also in advancing participation rates and facilitating efficient dispute resolution. These strategies are crucial steps toward achieving more effective court operations, relieving congestion, and improving overall fairness in judicial processes. Moreover, enhancing access to justice initiatives - such as improved evidence management and increased resources for conflict-free representation – play an essential role in this expansion effort. 
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