Intellectual Property is a business’ most valuable asset – it provides needed protection for inventions
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These examples illustrate how, over and above the underlying product or service it protects, IP is a valuable asset in its own right. Indeed, it can become a company's most valuable asset. Without doubt, there will be countless other examples among the clients of other IP firms worldwide.
IP rights create a protective wrapper around an intangible asset – locking in value and making it tradeable, through licensing, pooling, securitization or acquisition. Without IPRs, investments made by companies in developing new products and processes, or even in simply devising new product ideas, are at risk. It's a bit like creating a beautiful garden without putting up a fence to keep the rabbits out!
Without the help of a specialist IP attorney, an SME is unlikely to be able to identify the important points of novelty or broad utility of their inventions, which are vital for a successful IP strategy, or may simply be defeated by the registration process.
Indeed, for SMEs, tackling IP protection can seem impossible. Seeking to obtain patent, trademark and design rights is complex. There are relatively few "self-filers", and of those few, the majority abandon their applications or are unsuccessful in gaining granted rights.
As a patent attorney, I obviously have a self-interest in pointing out the depth and sophistication of the services offered by independent IP professionals to SMEs.
IP rights create a protective wrapper around an intangible asset – locking in value and making it tradeable through licensing, pooling, securitization or acquisition.
However, given the stakes, the clear evidence that SMEs holding IP rights prosper relative to others that do not, and the all-too-frequent failure of SMEs to complete the application process on their own, the conclusion is clear.
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