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Yet, one issue that prevents to develop a clear picture of academic patenting is that many patents produced by academics are not patented under the name of a university (; ; ; ) and the institutional affiliation of inventors is often not accurately acknowledged (). As a result, it is estimated that 60–80% of academic patents are not university-owned patents (i.e., patents that are owned or co-owned by a university) (, ). Such non-university-owned patents that are based on university inventions are commonly referred to as university-invented patents (cf. ; ). Thus, even patents that acknowledge only a commercial institution might actually have an academic origin.
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