The plan can’t solve without broader reforms to limit big tech.
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France’s experience with the Directive suggests that merely granting new rights to news publishers may prove ineffective without additional interventions that go beyond copyright – in this case strict antitrust enforcement. This requires governments and their agencies to be intentional (and often aggressive) about licensing negotiations, stepping in to address news publishers’ lack of bargaining power relative to powerful platforms, and compelling platforms to negotiate in good faith. However, it remains uncertain whether all member states share the political will of the French government to supervise and direct negotiations. It is worth noting that despite the deadline for national transposition being 7 June 2021, 13 out of 27 countries had not fully transposed the Directive into national law as of 19 May 2022.26 Thus, the effectiveness of additional ancillary rights remains dubious, without additional measures in areas such as antitrust and guidance for licensing processes to supplement them. 
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