Courts overwhelmed already: staffing shortages are leading to delays in case processing
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The gears of justice are currently grinding against a significant obstacle: a widespread court staffing shortage. Across the United States, judicial systems are grappling with a shortage of essential court staff, ranging from judges to court reporters, resulting in alarming consequences. This article delves into the implications of this issue, drawing insights from various sources, including the “State of the Judiciary” reports from Nebraska and New York, reports from Iowa and Florida, and coverage from reputable news outlets such as The Gazette and The Mercury News. The State of the Judiciary in Nebraska: An Alarming Revelation The “State of the Judiciary 2023” report from the Nebraska Supreme Court reveals a sobering picture of the crisis at hand1. The report underscores how a lack of adequate staffing in the courts is leading to substantial delays in case processing, backlogs, and an overall sluggish judicial system. The judiciary’s ability to promptly deliver justice is compromised, leaving citizens waiting for their day in court. Moreover, the Nebraska Supreme Court emphasizes that the shortage is not limited to any one area but affects the entire justice system. The impact on lower courts, appellate courts, and specialized courts is visible and palpable. This comprehensive account sheds light on the broader implications of the court staffing shortage, revealing the urgency of addressing the issue on a systemic level. 
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