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The word "protection" often creates confusion as it means very different things in strict intellectual property law and in ordinary usage. "Protection" in intellectual property is usually perceived as a means enforcing private, exclusive economic rights to a specific creation in order to prevent others from using or reproducing it. "Protection" of TK, on the other hand, implies protecting the whole social, ecological, cultural and spiritual context of that knowledge so that it continues to be produced and reproduced.
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