IP is geographically limited and various across states 
Zhao 21, J.D. (2018), Stanford University; graduate fellow (2018), Stanford Center on International Conflict and Negotiation. (Mary, Summer 2021, ARTICLE: Investor-State Dispute Settlement Reform: Reconsidering the Multilateral Investment Court in the Context of Disputes Involving Intellectual Property Law, 44 Colum. J.L. & Arts 545, 572-573. Lexis accessed online via KU libraries) 
Intellectual property rights are geographically limited, and domestic intellectual property law varies across different states depending on each state's domestic policy decisions. Scholars have commented that patentability standards, for example, are fundamentally policy decisions that aim to achieve different policy goals across different states. 217In drafting patent laws, 218different states consider different factors in answering the question of whether the inventor has provided sufficient information to the public in exchange for the patent rights. 219Patent law requires balancing multiple interests so that the patentability standards establish a desirable balance between the rights of the intellectual property holder and the rights of the intellectual property user. 220Each state makes decisions according to its national economy and public interests. 221States in both common law and civil law  [*573] jurisdictions may modify intellectual property law judicially, 222and may retroactively invalidate patents for reasons such as failure to meet patentability standards. 223
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