The next disease will be 20 times more deadly than Covid.
Lodhi 1/18/24, Assistant Producer for Al Jazeera News, (Areesha, What is Disease X and how will pandemic preparations help the world?, )
Disease X is not a specific disease but is the name given to a potential novel infectious agent. It represents an illness which is currently unknown but could pose a serious microbial threat to humans in the future. It is necessary to be prepared because there is a vast reservoir of viruses circulating among wildlife which could become a source of a new infectious disease to which humans do not have immunity. In 2018, the World Health Organization (WHO) added Disease X to a list of pathogens that are a top priority for research, alongside known killers like Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and Ebola. Labelling this potential threat as “Disease X” is meant to prioritise preparations for dealing with a disease that does not yet have vaccines or drug treatments, and could give rise to a severe epidemic. How much damage could Disease X cause? The WHO has warned that Disease X could result in 20 times more fatalities than COVID-19. COVID-19 has killed approximately seven million people around the world. In 2023, healthcare professionals warned that any new pandemic could be even deadlier – killing an estimated 50 million people worldwide. 
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