INTERPOL believes local police need to be prepared for bioterrorist attacks, proving they’re very probable.
INTERPOL 17, The International Criminal Police Organization – INTERPOL, commonly known as Interpol, is an international organization that facilitates worldwide police cooperation and crime control. (October, “Bioterrorism Prevention Programe”, file:///Users/atnandula/Downloads/CBRNE_BioT_trifold_2017-10_V2_EN_LR.pdf)
The threat from bioterrorism – the malicious use of bacteria, viruses or toxins to threaten or cause harm to humans, animals or agriculture – is growing, with many terrorist groups demonstrating an interest in obtaining or using biological material as weapons. This threat has become more apparent with many countries increasing their preparedness in areas of biosecurity, biosafety, critical infrastructure response and biorisk mitigation.
What INTERPOL is doing
At INTERPOL, our dedicated Bioterrorism Prevention Unit is engaged in a number of projects designed to reduce the threat of a terrorist act where biological material is used as a weapon. A major part of our programme is the facilitation of targeted training for law enforcement agencies on how to prevent, prepare and respond to a bioterrorist attack. Courses include capacity building workshops and table-top exercises which serve not only to establish collaboration on national and regional levels but also to promote a multi-agency approach. One of the major benefits is the strengthening of cooperation among law enforcement bodies and other sectors – for example, public health and academia – making it easier to share information, establish common practices and coordinate joint responses. In addition to compiling and distributing intelligence reports, our specialized staff conduct assessments of country or regional needs and offer operational support for law enforcement activities on the ground.
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