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Over the past century, the landscape of the United States' economic priorities has undergone a transformative shift, with the defense industry emerging as an indispensable component. What began as a post-World War I demobilization of military forces and a return to peacetime pursuits transformed drastically during the Cold War era. The threat posed by the Soviet Union's nuclear capabilities prompted a seismic change in defense spending, paving the way for the establishment of a dedicated private-sector defense industry. The period following World War II witnessed a shift from the traditional American model of minimal peacetime military outlays to a sustained and substantial defense budget. Russia's testing of fission and fusion weapons, coupled with intercontinental ballistic missiles, shattered the illusion of geographical insulation. The Eisenhower years (1953-1960) marked an unprecedented era of peacetime military spending, with over half of the federal budget allocated to defense, averaging nearly ten percent of the entire economy. As we fast forward to 2023, the defense industry has become a formidable force in the U.S. economy. The passage of an omnibus appropriations bill for fiscal 2023, allocating $858 billion for national defense, underscores the industry's significance. Approximately half of this budget flows into the private sector through contracts, exceeding $400 billion annually. This figure alone rivals a quarter of the entire Russian economy, highlighting the scale of enterprises involved.
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