Academic innovation solves – avoids problems with patents and trade secrets
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While the cfDNA advancements of CareDx hold significant promise and life saving potential in the field of molecular diagnostics, the Federal Circuit’s decision in CareDx, Inc. v. Natera, Inc. to invalidate the patent was justifiable. The court correctly held that these inventions were directed to a natural phenomena and combined conventional techniques. The foundation of the patent system does not motivate these federally funded academic innovations and risk unwarranted high healthcare costs. With the recent White House mandate requiring tax payer funded research to be publicly available, there is also less risk for the use of trade secrets in these types of academic innovations.
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