“Significance” is defined by context but is always lesser than or equal to “substantial”.
Wilson et al. 20 [Lord Wilson (Ret. Justice of the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom; current member of His Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council.), Lady Hale, Lady Black, Lady Arden, and Lord Kitchin, 4-29-2020, "AM (Zimbabwe v Secretary of State for the Home Department," The Supreme Court of the United Kingdom, https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/docs/uksc-2018-0048-judgment.pdf, accessed 5-16-2024] // enjen
31. It remains, however, to consider what the Grand Chamber did mean by its reference to a “significant” reduction in life expectancy in para 183 of its judgment in the Paposhvili case. Like the skin of a chameleon, the adjective takes a different colour so as to suit a different context. Here the general context is inhuman treatment; and the particular context is that the alternative to “a significant reduction in life expectancy” is “a serious, rapid and irreversible decline in … health resulting in intense suffering”. From these contexts the adjective takes its colour. The word “significant” often means something less than the word “substantial”. In context, however, it must in my view mean substantial. Indeed, were a reduction in life expectancy to be less than substantial, it would not attain the minimum level of severity which article 3 requires. Surely the Court of Appeal was correct to suggest, albeit in words too extreme, that a reduction in life expectancy to death in the near future is more likely to be significant than any other reduction. But even a reduction to death in the near future might be significant for one person but not for another. Take a person aged 74, with an expectancy of life normal for that age. Were that person’s expectancy be reduced to, say, two years, the reduction might well - in this context - not be significant. But compare that person with one aged 24 with an expectancy of life normal for that age. Were his or her expectancy to be reduced to two years, the reduction might well be significant.
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