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The colon introduces the following: A list, but only after "as follows," "the following," or a noun for which the list is an appositive: Each scout will carry the following: (colon) meals for three days, a survival knife, and his sleeping bag. The company had four new officers: (colon) Bill Smith, Frank Tucker, Peter Fillmore, and Oliver Lewis. A long quotation (one or more paragraphs): In The Killer Angels Michael Shaara wrote: (colon) They may find it a different story from the one they learned in school. There have been many versions of that battle [Gettysburg] and that war [the Civil War]. (The quote continues for two more paragraphs.) A formal quotation or question: The President declared: (colon) "The only thing we have to fear is fear itself." The question is: (colon) what can we do about it? A second independent clause which explains the first: Potter's motive is clear: (colon) he wants the assignment. After the introduction of a business letter: Dear Sirs: (colon) Dear Madam: (colon) The details following an announcement For sale: (colon) large lakeside cabin with dock A formal resolution, after the word "resolved:" Resolved: (colon) That this council petition the mayor. The words of a speaker in a play: Macbeth: (colon) She should have died hereafter.
Source: Topicality - Georgetown 2024 · Georgetown · 2024




