Free access mandate is bad --- it ensures worse standards are used.
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The government could pay for the licenses necessary to provide free online access to all incorporated standards. This would effectively turn the standards into public goods accessible to all, including members of industry who would otherwise purchase copies of the standard for non-regulatory purposes. In essence, the government would have to buy out the market for the standard. The cost would be prohibitive. This approach might also create a financial incentive for an agency to use an outdated version of a standard for which another agency had already secured the necessary license, rather than select the best standard possible.
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