Backlogs bad for environmental enforcement 
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Then the fourth factor can occur. In response to the lack of environmental enforcement and protection, civil society in the form of environmental NGOs, advocacy lawyers, as well as public entities begin bringing their complaints to the available general courts. At this point, the all-important fifth factor can occur - the traditional courts disappoint expectations, failing to deliver environmental justice. They often do not provide an ideal adjudication, one that is, in the succinct words of Australian court procedural law, "just, quick, and cheap."6 Barriers to existing court effectiveness in resolving environmental conflicts are many and various - the most significant being long delays, huge case backlogs, poor case management, decision-makers lacking in environmental expertise, narrow definitions of plaintiff standing, the high cost and economic risks of litigation, lack of consistent decisions, intimidation, and corruption.7
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